Physiologists will be found not to have devoted much space to describing in detail the modus operandi of the vocal organs in performing the functions of articulation. Perhaps the particular method of severally employing the lips, the tongue, and the palate, or the shape required to be given to the mouth in order to produce a given sound, is thought so simple a matter that every one can as well observe for themselves. But that they fail to do so, and even find it difficult, is proved by the attention necessary to acquire any one of the sounds peculiar to a foreign language. Therefore it happens that the a, hi, and ich of the German ; the u and oi of the French, and the th of the English, remain the shibboleth of all strangers. This is wholly the consequence of habit, inasmuch as the same physical organi- 
